By the People of God, (called Quakers) 
Why no Outward Force, or Impoſition, 


On the 


CONSCIENCE 


Ought to be uſed in Matters of 
| FAITH and RELIGION: 


With ſeveral SAYINGS, Colle&ted from the 
Speeches and Writings of KING FAMES, and 
KING CHARLES the Firſt, 


Atts 5. 38, 39. 


Now 1 ſay unto you, Refrain from theſe men, andlet them alone : 
for if this Counſel, or this Work be of men, it will come to 
nopeht : but if it 'be of God, you cannat overthrow it ; leſt | 
haply ye be found Fighters againſt God, 
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Reaſons for Liberty. 


1.8 RTY of CONSCIENCE ought to beallowed 
in the dayes of the Goſpel in the free Exerciſe of it to God- 
ward (without Compulfion) in all things relating to his Wor- 
ſhip for theſe Reaſons following. 


I» Ecauſe the General and Uxiverſal Royal Law of Chriſt 
Commands it, Marth. 7.12. AZ things whatſo:ver ye 
would that men ſhould de to yon, do je even ſo unto them : 
for this is the Law and Prophets. That which 
every man would have and receive from another, he ought by 
Chriſt's aleto give and allow it ro another, But every man is 
willing to have che Liberty of his own Conſcience, therefore 
ought to allow it to another. 

2. Becauſe, No man can perſwade the Conſcience of another, 
either what God is, or how he ſhou!d be worſhipped, but by the 
_ which God hath given to inftrut man in the Wayes of 

ruth» 

3. Becauſe, all Obedience or Service that is obtained by 
Force, is for fear of Wrath, and not from Love, not for Con- 
ſcience ſake ; and therefore will but continue fo long as that fear 
or force abides upon them. 

4+ Becauſe, That by forcing, no man can make a Hypocrite 
tobea True Believer ; but on the contrary, many may be made 
Hypocrices. 

5. Becauſe, that in all forced Impofitions upon mens Conſci- 
ences there is ſomething of the Wrath of man exerciſed, which 
works not the Rightrowſneſs of God, but rather begets Exmity in 
the heart one towards another, 

6, Becauſe, thae by forcing any thing upon mens Conſciences, 
as to matters of Faith and CH many are hardened __ 
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hearts againſt the things impoſed ; when as otherwiſe, through 
Love and gentle InſtruRions their hearts migh; be perſwaded to 
willing Obedience. 

7. Becauſe, that Perſecution for Conſcience contradifteth 
Chriſt's Charge, Match. 13. who bids, that rhe Tares (or falſe 
Werſnippers) be ſaffered to grow together in the Field (or World) 
rill the Harveſt (or End ot the World. ) 

8. Becauſe Force is contrary to the End for which it is pre. 
tended co be uſed (viz.) the preſervation and ſafety of the Wheat, 
which End is not anſwered by Perſecution, becanſe the Wheat is 
in danger to be plucked up thereby, as Chriſt ſaith. 

9, Becauſe, to Force, is ir.confiſtane wich the Pelief of the 
Tews Converſion (and other talſe Worſhippers) which is prayed 
for by the Publick Teachers, and cannor be attained, if Perſecu- 
tion for Conſcience be proſecuted | 

10, Becauſe, they that impoſe upon mens Conſciences, exer- 
ciſe Dominion over mens Faith, which the Apoſtie denied, ſay- 
ing, They had not Deminion over any mans Faith. 

11, Becauſe, Impofition upon mens Conſciences neceſſitates 
them to ſin, in yeelding a Conformity contrary to their own 
faith : For whatſcever ts not of a mans own faith, u ſin. 

12, Becauſe, that Impoſition and Force wreſtles with Flcſh 
and Blood, and Carnal weapons, which is contrary to the Apo- 
files DoQrine, who ſaid, Onr Weapons are not Carnas, but pi= 
_ and mighty through God: and we wreſtle not with Fleſh and 
Blood. | 
13, Becauſe, there is but oxe 7«dg, Law-giver and King in and 
over the Conſcience, as the Saints have teſtified in the $crip- 
tures of Truth : and whoſoever would intrude, ſo as to be Judge. 
and Law-giver over the Conſcience, intrencheth upon the Pre- 
rogativeof Chriſt: Iſa. 33. 22, Jam. 4.12. j 

. T4, Becauſe, itis propheſied in 1/a.11: The Wolf ball awelt 
with the Lamb, and the Leopard ſhall lie down with the Kid, and 
there ſhall be ne Deflroyer in all the Holy Mountain; and therefore 
no Impofition upon mens Conſciences. 

* 15. Becauſe toImpoſe vpon mens Confciences for Differences 
in Faith, is contrary to the Advice of the Apoſile, who direts 
Pcople to wait-upon God to be ſatisfied, and not to the Ma» *' 
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piftrate or others, to be forced ; who faith, Wwhereunto we have 
attained, let us walk; and wherein any man i otherwiſe-minded, 
God ſhall reveal, even that unto him. 

16, Becauſe, to Force mens Conſciences, and to lay Y okes up- 
on them, is-to make void the Blood»ſhed and Sufferings of C hriit, 
who fits upon the Throne of the Conſcience, and gives Liber- 
ty there; and commands us to fand foſt in that Liberty, ani not 
to beemtangled through the Impoſotions of men, or Toke of Fonlage, 
Gal. 5. 6. | ; 

17. Becauſe, in all Nations the different Profeſlions and Per- 
ſwalions of Religion,are either Friends or Enemies to the Gover- 
nors : If Friends, then obliged by that Bond : If Enemies,then 


- Chriſt's Command is to take place, who ſaith, Love your EP ne. 


mi's ; which, if obſerved, Perſecution for Conſcience will be 
avoided, 

18. Becauſe, Toleration of different Perſwaſions in Religion 
was allowed in the Jewiſh State, as not Inconſiſtent with their 
Safety, and that in things contrary each to other, as the Saddxces, 
Phariſees, E ſ: cans, Herodians, with others, 

I9. Becauſe, the True Religion cannot be Preached up by 
Force of Arms, and the Primitive Chriſtians deteſted that Form 
of Proceedings. 

20. Becauſe, no man hath ſuch Power over the Souls and 
Caonſciences of other men, as to ay a Nereflity on them to Be- 
lieve that which they do not Believe, or not to Believe what they 
do Believe ; True Faith being the Gift of God. 

21. Becauſe, if the Magiſtrate Impoſeth upon the Conſcience, 
he muſt either do it as a Magiſtrate, or as. a-Chriſtian : Not asa 
Magiſtrate, for then Heathens (being Magiſtrates) bave the 

ſame Power to Impoſe;and fo by Revolutions and Conqueſts,may 
come to give Laws to Chriſtians, and Compel them to1dolatry. 
2. Notas Chriſtians, for that Contradias Chriſt's ſaying, The 
Kings of the Gentiles exerciſe Lordſnip ever them z but it ſhall wot be 


fo among you, for all a are Rrethrg. | 


22. Becauſe, by the fame Ruſc and Reaſon that the Magiſtrate 
of one Nation ought to Impoſe upon, and Perſecnte for Conſci- 
ence, the Magiſtrates in all other Nations ought to do the ſame, 
and ſo the greateſt part of Mankind may come to be deſtroyed, 
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there being more that Diſſent, thzn are at Unity in Matters of 
Faith and Religion. 

23. Becauſe the Strength of Truth, and irs Conqueſt over 
Falfity and Deceit, is beſt Diſcovered by letting both have their 
Libercy, from outward Compulſion ; for no doubt had out- 
ward Force been leſs uſed, theprevalency of Truth had been 
more manifeſt, and that wiſe ſaying truly experienced in the 
World, Viz. 7 hat which i of God will tand, and that which is not 
will come to nothing. 

24. Brcaufe, the Diſciples of Chriſt are rebuked by him for 
defiring the DeftruRion of thoſe that were contrary to him, and 
would not receive him : which Zeal is ſharply reproved in his 
ſaying, They knew not what Spirit they were of. 

25. Becauſe, to Impoſenpon mens Conſciences, and to De- 
ſtroy their Perſons for Difference in Religion, is contrary to the 
End of Chriſts Coming,” who ſaith, He came nos ro Deſtroy mens 
Lives, but to Save thi. 

26. Becauſe, People of divers RE_s in one Nation, if not 
Tolerated, muſt ſome of them be Veftroyed, or removed by 
Banifhment. If Deſtroyed, .the Conffancy and Patience of the 
Sufferers for their Faith, moving Pirty and Commi/eration, makes 
men more ready to own, then to reje their Faith, and ſo ras 
ther Multiplies, then leſſens, the Number of its Profeſſors. If 
Baniſh'd, this renders the Baniſhed as ſo many Enemies abroad, 
ready upon all Occafionsro Difturb the Peace and Tranquility of 
their own Native Country. There is therefore, in order to the 
outward Welfare of all Nations, a kind of Neceffity for a Tolc« 
ration in themof all Religions, | 

27. Becauſe, to Impoſe upon mens Confſciences begets a Ha- 
tred againſt the Impoſers, in thoſe who are Impoſed upon, and 
Forc'd thereby to Violate rheir Conſciences rowards God in 
matters of Worſhip: 

28, Becauſe, men are Commanded to be SubjeRt to the 
Powers that are, for Conſcience fake, ard thereforeſach Powers 

tnor to pecſecute men for"Conſcience ſake, being that 'is 
preſcribed for the Rule of Obedience ; the Scripture ſaying, Be 
Je ſubjeft not ouly for Wrath, but for Conſcience ſake. 

29. We find it Aﬀerted by King James in his Speech to the 

Parliament 
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Parliament in the Year 1609. who ſaid, That it is a pure rule in 
Divinity, T hat God nevey loves to Plant bis Charch with Violence 
and Blood; and furthermore ſaid, Jt ws »ſually the condition of 
C briſtians to be Perſecuted, but wot to Perſecute. 

30. And we find the ſamecthings, in ſubſtance, aſſerted again 
by his Son Charles the þrſt, in bis Book known by the Name of 
EIKQN BAZIAIKH, printed for R. Royſton,as followeth. 

Pag. 67. In his Prayer to God, he ſaid, Thos ſeeft how much 
Cruelty amongſt Chriſtians is afled under the colour of Relgion ; 
as 5f we could not be Chriſtians, unleſs we Crucifie one anther. 

Pag. 28. Make thew at length ſeriouſly to conſider, that nothing 
Violent and Injurious canbe Religious. 

Pag, 70. Nor is it ſo projey ro hew ont Religions Reformations by 
the Sword, as to polliſh them by fair andequal Diſparations, among 
thoſe that are moſt concerned in the Differences, whom, not Force, 
but Reaſon onght to convince. 

Sure in matters of Religion, thoſe Truth gain moſt Bon mens 
7ndgments and Conſciences, which are leaſt urged with Secular 
Violence, which weakens Truth with Prejudices. 

Pag. 115. It being an Office not only of Humanity, ratber to 
»ſe Reaſon than Force, bus alſo of Chriſtianity toſech, Peace and 
enſue zt. | 

Pas 91, 92. In point of true Conſcientious Teaderneſs, I bave 
efren Declared, how little I deſire my Laws and Sceptar, ſhould in- 
trench on God's Soveraignty, which s the only King of mens 
Conſciences. __ 

Pag.123+ Nor do I deſere that any man ſhould be farther [nbjef un- 
to me, then all of us may be ſubjeft unto God, 


Concerning / Oathes. 


Pag.76. The Injoyning of Oathes upen Prople,muſt nceds in things 
dowbrful be Dangerous, Lis things unlawtull Damnable. 


Some words of Advicefrom CHARLE'S the Firſt, to the 
then Prince of ates, now King of England, &c. 


Pag. 165s My Connſel andCharge to you is, That you ſeriouſly 
confider 
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 conſecer ihe ſar Real or OheR Miſcariag's, which. might tc+ 
caſion my T rowbles, that you may avoid them, 8c..." , | 
' Beware of Exaſperating any F ations, by zhe Croſneſs and Aſpe- 

rity of ſome mens Pallions, Himors, and, priyate Opinions,, Ing. 
 plojed by yow, grounded only # om difference,; in leſſer matitrs, which 
are but the Skirts and Suburbs of | Religion, wherein a Charitalle 
C6nnivance, and Chriſtian Toleration, -ofren Diſſipates their 
| ftrentih, when reugber Oppoſition Fortifies,: and puts the deſpiſed 
"andoppreſſed party into ſuch Combinations, 45 ma) moſt enable them 
' Fe ger «full Reven e ow thoſe they count their Perſecutors.. ; 
 . Pag, 166. Take beed that outward Circamſt ances and Formelities 
of Religion Devouy not all. I% 7 

© Pag. 164... Topr Prerogative & beſt ſhewed and exerciſed in Re- 
"mitting, rather than ExaQting the Kegor of 5he Laws, there being 
"nothing worſe than Legal Tyranny, | 


Ads 5. 33, 34, 35,&c. Gamaliel ſaid wnto chem, Te men of Iſrarl, 
take heed wnto your ſelves, what ye intend to do as touching theſe 
men, Oc, 

Ads 18 12, 13, 14, 15, 16. Gallio ſaid, If it were 4 matter of 
wrong, 6r Wicked lewdneſs, Reaſon would that 1 foould brar with 
Jon: Bur if it be a queſtion of. words and names, and of. your - 
Laws, look ge tort; : fo I will be no Jnage of ſuch matters. | 
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The*End, 


